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Abstract

The relationship between habitat types and nesting materials used by birds at Buang Borapet Non-
hunting Area, Nakhon Sawan Province, was studied between January 1996 and January 1998. Prior to this
period the site was almost completely drained in 1992 then actively re-wetted the following year, with
subsequent severe flooding in both 1995 and 1996 when much floating vegatation was washed out and
adjacent grasslands turned into mudflats.

During the study period a total of 122 species of birds were seen at the site in various habitats. Eight
species nested on the water surface with water depths between 10cm and 215cm. Pheasant-tailed Jacana
(Hydrophasiarus chirurgus) was the most frequent nesting bird with 109 nests in 1996 (0.00224 nest/rai).
This species used 6 different plant species as structural component lining for the nest Purple Swamphen
(Porphyrio porphyric) was the second most frequent nester with &6 nests in 1996 (0.00147 nest/rai). Nesting
almost throughout the year, P.porphyrio used 13 different plant species in their nests. Two species Oriental
Pratincole (Glareola maldivareur) and Black-winged Still (Himantopus himantopus) nested on the ground
but neither used any nest-building materials. In total 94 plant species were recorded in the aquatic and
grassland habitats. At the time of peak nesting, the water-level was between 23.3 m. and 23.9 m. above sea-
level and water quality parameters were within the following ranges : pH6.5-8.5 ; temperature 25.0 - 27.3 °’C;
dissolved O, = 4-12 mg/L : and CO, = 0.0-6.5 mg/L.

It is concluded that the diversity of floating vegetation is as important factor for bird nesting at Buang

Borapet Non-hunting Area.



